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On November 13th, close to a hundred people gathered at a local hall in North Vancouver to hear from 

students, business leaders and others about their growing concerns over cuts to programs and course 

offerings at Capilano University.  In my capacity as an Executive member of the Public Education 

Network Society (PENS), a community-based organization started over 10 years ago in response to 

school closures and funding cuts, I was asked to moderate the event. 

It was an eye-opener on many levels. 

First and foremost was the turn-out.  Busy people with busy lives and lots of family commitments gave 

up their evening to gather, listen and discuss what has happened at Capilano University over the last 

several months.  When communities come together like that, it signals the beginning of a powerful 

voice.  In this case that voice is certainly gathering momentum. 

The other notable part of the event was that a coalition of very diverse community interests is the 

driving force behind this groundswell of public concern.  The group is called the Blue Ribbon Committee 

and includes representatives from the Squamish Chamber of Commerce, local government groups in the 

Squamish-Whistler corridor, business networks on the North Shore as well as students and faculty 

members from Capilano.  What unites them is a common vision about the importance of post-secondary 

education in general and the belief that Capilano University, from its inception more than forty years 

ago, has been a critical public service for all citizens in that region.  They see the budget cuts and 

program losses announced in June as a giant step backward in Capilano’s commitment to students and 

communities in the region. 

The event also provided an important summary of not only what the Blue Ribbon group has 

accomplished in a short space of time but the key financial shifts that have played a major role in the 

program cuts at Capilano.  The university, like much of the public post-secondary system in BC has been 

badly under-funded.  However, growth in administration at Capilano has only added to the problem.  In 

fact since 2009, the growth in the administration budget—$1.3 million—almost matches the overall 

budget shortfall that precipitated the program cuts announced in June.  The other factor in many of the 

proposed changes is the University’s attempts to “re-invent” courses and programs that skirt the 

government’s limit on tuition fee increases. 

The impact of these financial shifts is being felt most by Capilano students, many of whom were front 

and center at the evening’s panel discussion.  Developmental education students in Squamish are forced 

to abandon their education.  Other students are forced to re-jig their degree plans.  Most are left 

wondering why administration didn’t attempt to consult with community, faculty and students before 

these cuts were pushed through. 

And that lack of real consultation is at the core of the Blue Ribbon Committee’s organizing efforts.  

Based on the turnout and enthusiasm generated at the November 13th event, this group shows every 

sign of making a difference.  It’s good to know they are on our side in what is a very important fight at 

Capilano. 


